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General News! 
September has been an exciting month for all of us.  I have enjoyed getting to know my students both academically (through assessments) and socially (through interactions).  It is always a pleasure to get acquainted with my new students and their families.  This year we have 10 second-graders in our class.  Six of them are returning from last year. They are considered our class leaders as they have the exposure and eagerness to tackle work at the second and third grade level.  I am truly thankful to so many of you who have already volunteered to assist me.  Thanks to our Room Parent, Cambria Cox, Hayden’s mom, we have now a list of our parent classroom volunteers and a copy of our class contact list.  
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank all of the parents who have generously made financial contributions to assist with the costs of additional materials that will be used throughout the school year.  All contributions, regardless of the amount, really allow us to expand what we do in the classroom I thank you for your support and generosity.

Homework Note # 1      
As I mentioned during our ‘Curriculum Night’, the Seattle Public School District has adopted a new math curriculum called “Everyday Math”.  Sometimes your child will get homework that is connected to Everyday Math lessons, and at other times they will bring home assignments that are related to other math or Language Arts lessons.   .  
This week, children have taken a copy of Math reference book home to read.  These books belong to Graham Hill and we need to have them back (in good condition) by next Monday.  Just review the table of content with your child and together decide on the topic of interest to study during each evening.  
In addition, at the end of each month the student will get a writing homework called: Month-by-Month.  Your child will be working on this writing activity during this week.  
Field-Trip to the Zoo 

I am pleased to inform you of our upcoming field trip to Wood land Park Zoo on Friday October 22nd, from 9:30 am to 1:30 pm.  This field trip is in conjunction with the Organisms and Weather Science units that we will study this year.
We need a few (5-6) parents to help chaperon our children during this field trip.  If you plan to chaperone on this field trip, please do not bring a younger sibling along, as that could distract you from watching your group of children.  Please fill in the attached form and send it back to me as soon as possible.  We are looking forward to an exciting, adventurous and fun experience for all of us.
There is no fee for this field trip. 
Please send back the permission slip that was sent home today by October 8th, 2010. 

Homework Note #2 
This is just another reminder note about homework: 
Homework will arrive home on Monday of each week, and should be returned by the following Monday.  My main assignment for your child will include reading every night for at least 10-20 minutes.  Your child may choose to read in the following ways:
· Reading silently to themselves
· Reading to a friend or family member
· Alternating each page with an adult
· Also, you may be reading aloud to them
I understand that families are busy with work and other commitments that may make completing this task each night a little bit time-consuming.  If this is the case, please encourage your child to do this important assignment on their own, or at another time that is more convenient for you. This is a critical time to develop reading skills. 
On another note, since we cannot personalize homework for 25 students individually, at times, homework could look a little easy.  In that case, please feel free to supplement their homework with additional writing and reading.  Our goal at this time is to help our children build a life long habit of daily learning and discovery.  As they move to a higher grade, the duration and the intensity of homework and reading will increase.  However, feel free to contact me if you have any concerns or questions on this regard.
All homework is due the following Monday.  Please avoid having your children finish all homework during one or two days.  Remember our main goal is to get into the habit of doing a little homework every night.
I would like to thank you in advance for your help at home.   Since learning is connected to life, your support is always valued and appreciated.

Other Class Activities! 
Our reading groups have already started for both the first and second graders.  A few of the children are still in the process of learning the sounds of the alphabets.  When needed, Montessori math or Singapore math lesson is given to our students.  Other lessons in the areas of Language Arts, Social Studies, Writing, Reading, and Character Development (Virtues) will be regularly presented to the students.  As you may know, the Montessori students are always encouraged to independently choose materials from their class environments to work with to explore the larger world outside of them.  However, our morning and afternoon routine tends to be quite structured and systematic.  Please feel free to talk and consult with me about your child’s interests and developmental needs as we are continuing our journey in this class. 

Teacher/Parent Conferences 
As you know our Student/Parent/Teacher conferences are scheduled for Saturday November 20th, Monday the 22nd, and Tuesday the 23rd.  I am pleased that that most of you have already had a chance to sign up for a slot during the Curriculum night event.  Please see the attached schedule.    Meanwhile, if you have not signed up for a date, please do so as soon as possible.  If the available dates and times do not match your schedule, please let me know and I’ll be happy to work out a time that is convenient for both of us.  
 A Request/Reminder! 
It is our School Policy that only the preschool parents (including the Montessori kindergarteners) can accompany their children to classroom before the morning bell.  For your information, some of the non-Montessori teachers in our school have complained that we are making an exception to this rule.  I would therefore like to kindly request to have your children wait outside in the playground area until I arrive and walk with them to our class.  If you need to discuss anything brief with me in the morning, please do come in early.  I am always happy to talk with you either early in the morning or after school.  FYI, I get to school around 7:30/8:00 a.m. and would leave no earlier than 5:00 pm, unless there is a meeting or an appointment.  
Also, if you are planning to volunteer in my class, observe the classroom, help your child, or are planning to help me, please make sure that you sign in the office first before coming downstairs to the classroom. I thank you in advance for your kind attention to my requests.  
Family Portrait  
I would like to start our Family Project sometimes during middle of October.  If you have not emailed or given me your family portrait, please do so during the next few days.  I may just copy the photo and send the original back home if needed.
Advanced Learning Nomination: 
If you are interested to nominate your child for testing, please get the required form (s) from the office and ask Ms. Maureen to complete the form.  They are due on October 14th, 2010.
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Snack   
Here is a reminder that Betina Simmons and Teya Farr are scheduled to bring the snacks for our classroom for the month of October.
  
Here are some thoughts about snacks … 
Large crackers are better than small ones.  
Fruit needs to be washed, cut and ready to serve.  
No food with nuts, 
Snack preferences include large crackers, fish crackers, cheese sticks, vegetables, apples, and bananas. 

Dates to Remember: 
09-28-10               P.T.A. (Today!) 
10-04-10               Walk to School Day * 
10-06-10              Picture Day* 
10-08-10              PCD / No School 
10-19-10               DRA Reading Assessment 
10-22-10              Field trip to the Zoo* 
10-27-10               Two-hour early dismissal 
10-29-10               Fall Festival at 5:30 
03-26-11                Dinner & Auction 
* See attached.  Please check your child’s backpack for these sheets.  
Please note, that this evening (09-28-10)             P.T.A. has its first meeting. 
Here is a reminder that Betina Simmons and Teya Farr are scheduled to bring the snacks for our classroom for the month of October.
  
Here are some thoughts about snacks … 
Large crackers are better than small ones.  
Fruit needs to be washed, cut and ready to serve.  
No food with nuts, 
Snack preferences include large crackers, fish crackers, cheese sticks, vegetables, apples, and bananas. 

Dates to Remember: 
09-28-10               P.T.A. (Today!) 
10-04-10               Walk to School Day * 
10-06-10              Picture Day* 
10-08-10              PCD / No School 
10-19-10               DRA Reading Assessment 
10-22-10              Field trip to the Zoo* 
10-27-10               Two-hour early dismissal 
10-29-10               Fall Festival at 5:30 
03-26-11                Dinner & Auction 
* See attached.  Please check your child’s backpack for these sheets.  
Please note, that this evening (09-28-10)             P.T.A. has its first meeting. 


FieldTrip to the Zoo,




